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The Prosthetic High-Tech Explosion

P rosthetic science—long a rather docile entity characterized by Microprocessor-
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periodic improvements making momentary headlines—has Controlled Knees
Otto Bock’s C-Leg

. and its recently intro-
P rOSth etl CS duced competitor, the

suddenly discovered steroids.
Generated by new applications of
space-age materials and digital

. technology, fresh thinking Ossur Rheo Knee™,
. about how to enhance Tomo r'row use an on-board
prosthetic outcomes, and microprocessor to
America’s experience in rehabilitating its amputee casual- adjust prosthetic leg
ties in Iragq and Afghanistan, prosthetics in the 21st century ~ swing in real time in
has become downright exciting, and a bright future of response to the wear- i-LIMB—Hand of the future? See page 3.
continuing innovation awaits. er’s cadence, toe and Courtesy Touch Bionics
This momentum swing might well be traced to the heel loading, and other
introduction of the C-Leg® microprocessor-controlled gait variables. As a result, the leg is ready for heel strike at just the

knee-shin component for transfemoral prostheses in 1997.  right instant, providing above-knee amputees with unprecedented
The C-Leg has become the poster child for adaptation of security, gait flexibility, greater freedom of movement, natural swing
Rheo Knee™  computer technology to limb prostheses, having now motion and reduced walking fatigue.

Courtesy Ossur heen fitted on more than 13,000 people worldwide. Microprocessor-controlled knee systems enable wearers to change

But fame is fleet- walking speed, negotiate uneven terrain, walk up and down slopes,
ing: The C-Leg has and descend stairs step-over-step.
been eased off the
front page by some
remarkable new
upper-extremity com-
ponents, the first
powered lower-limb
prostheses to reach
the market, and the
promise of a whole
new way of attaching
prosthetic limbs to
the body.

We’re not yet to
the time of Steve
Austin, TV’s Six
Million Dollar Man,
but led by some
inspiring research ini-

(Continued on page 2)

High-Tech O&P

Orthopedic Appliance Company utilizes many of today’s
latest orthotic and prosthetic technologies, from our in-house
CAD/CAM system and multi-axis computerized carver to the
latest in microprocessor-controlled knee components, to enhance
lifestyle outcomes for our patients.

Several OAC patients are now using microprocessor knees such
as the C-Leg, ranging from new amputees to patients who have
been wearing older-style knee units for more 20 years. We are
finding that these patients are experiencing significant increases in
their activities as their fatigue levels have decreased, allowing them
to be more active with day-to-day tasks for longer periods.

Whatever the situation, our staff has more experience than any
other facility in Western North Carolina. Our expert prosthetists
all received training at Northwestern University in Chicago and
are board-certified by the American Board for Certification in

o Orthotics and Prosthetics.
tiatives (see page 3), C-Leg® epitomizes prosthetic advances. We welcome your inquiries and referrals.
we’re getting there. Courtesy Otto Bock Health Care







